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REF: K.L. 0465 

1. LOCAL PRESS IAN 26 REPORTED ARRESTS OF ELEVEN NATIONAL 
ELECTRICITY BOARD (NEB) WORKERS WHO ARE ACCUSED OF INSTIGATING 
WILDCAT STRIKES AND DISRUPTIONS IN ELECTRICAL SERVICE (REFTEL). 
WORKERS WERE DETAINED UNDER CRIMINAL PROCEDURE CODE WHICH 
ALLOWS DETENTION FOR UP TO 15 DAYS PENDING INVESTIGATION OF 
ALLEGED CRIMINAL ACTS. ACCORDING TO A LOCAL LAWYER, ILLEGAL 
STRIKES AND OTHER "ECONOMIC DISRUPTIONS” CAN BE CONSTRUED AS 
CRIMINAL ACTS UNDER MALAYSIAN CRIMINAL CODE. 

2. PROTESTS BY NEB WORKERS AGAINST HARUN REPORT SALARY SCALES 
AND WORKING CONDITIONS CONTINUE. ACCORDING PRESS REPORTS, SOME 
FACTORIES IN KUANTAN, PAHANG, WERE FORCED TO CLOSE AND FRE- 
QUENT BLACKOUTS WERE REPORTED IN OTHER URBAN CENTERS OF 
PENINSULAR MALAYSIA. IN SPEECH JAN 27, DEPUTY INFORMATION 
MINISTER SHARIFF AHMAD SAID GOVT MAY HAVE TO CUT BACK TV TIME 
AND HE ALLEGED THAT ILLEGAL INDUSTRIAL ACTION BY NEB EMPLOYEES 
IS "AIMED AT WEAKENING THE GOVT MACHINERY". HE ADDED THAT 
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"FRUSTRATED POLITICIANS" ARE BEHIND THE NEB PROTESTS. 
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3. ALTHOUGH IT NOT KNOWN WHETHER ARRESTED NEB WORKERS WILL 
BE TRIED ON CRIMINAL OFENSES, DETENTIONS ARE UNDOUBTEDLY 
DESIGNED TO BREAK BACK OF WORKERS' PROTESTS BY SETTING 
NEGATIVE EXAMPLE. 
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